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Voluntary Premarket Meeting (VPM) – Simplot Plant Science’s Genome 
Edited Strawberries with Altered Flowering for Remontancy
• Conducted pre-VPM meeting (10/25/24) with Simplot to ensure that the new, genome edited variety would be appropriate for a VPM, 

in accordance with FDA’s 2024 Genome Editing Guidance. VPM is not recommended if any of the following apply:

– Creation of significant homology to a known allergen or a toxin
– A non-negligible increase in levels of potentially harmful components, e.g., toxicants, anti-nutrients, in the plant
– A non-negligible change in the nutritional value of the food
– A change to how the plant, or human or animal food derived from the plant, is used
– Introduction of either:

» New genes and/or genetic elements that do not naturally occur in that species; or 
» Additional copies of endogenous genes that are retained in the genome once genome editing is complete.

• VPM (virtual; 1 hour) conducted on 12/04/24, attended by Simplot and FDA staff from HFP Innovative Foods (IFS) and CVM Division 
of Animal Food Ingredients (DAFI)

– background: Simplot Plant Sciences, strawberry usage and biology
– trait and mechanism of action
– development
– selection
– food safety: molecular characterization, potential allergen and toxin homology, composition
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Voluntary Premarket Meeting (VPM) – Simplot Plant Science’s Genome 
Edited Strawberries with Altered Flowering for Remontancy

• Drafting of internal VPM summary memo; record of completed VPM added to inventory on public website


